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Excerpt: . . . about 76 percent of the 17. 6 billion in federal
funding distributed to states for highway projects in fiscal year
2001 ) received categorical exclusions in 2001. In an informal
survey conducted by FHWA in 1999, its division staff reported
that it took an average of 6 months to complete the
environmental 8 review of projects that qualified for a
categorical exclusion in 1998. FHWA officials reported that it
takes even less time, sometimes as little as several days, to
complete categorical exclusions for projects that FHWA has
preapproved for limited environmental review ( for example,
landscaping or installation of road signs ). In a survey
conducted for the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials in 2000, state transportation officials
estimated that it took an average of 8 months to complete the
activities involved in environmental review of categorical 9
exclusion projects that they had classified as not delayed.
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