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the first years of the twentieth century much of the African continent remained dark, mysterious and still full of
strange and exotic possibilities. The British Empire ruled over vast areas of trackless plain and dense equatorial
jungle, all had their fragile order maintained by a small cadre of government officials, policemen, soldiers and
forces raised from the local populations. To those who only read about these remarkable men it seemed they
led a life full of the potential for adventure of the most exciting kind. So it was unsurprising that popular
authors of the day-including H. Rider Haggard and the author of these stories, Edgar Wallace, among them,
readily chose colonial Africa-with its fierce tribes, witch doctors and magic, its dangerous animals and wild
landscapes-as a rich and rewarding stage for their forays into fiction to meet the insatiable demand of the
domestic audience. Wallace was a prolific author responsible for several series of popular novels featuring bold
adventurers and crime fighters. For his series set in the highly evocative world of West Africa he created two of
his most beloved and enduring characters, Colonial Administrator Sanders and his eccentric companion
Lieutenant Tibbetts, known to all as Bones . Sanders was probably based upon the real life character of
Frederick Lugard who was the highly regarded creator and administrator of Northern Nigeria and whose
incredible career can scarcely be said to have been less remarkable than that of his fictional counterpart. Those
who love classic adventure especially set against an African backdrop will discover a rich vein of reading
pleasure in the six Leonaur...
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