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leaders or movie stars-is a tragic misunderstanding of a profoundly important concept. Charisma originally
meant religious grace and authority transferred through divine inspiration, before it evolved into little more
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ideology. OBering brilliant interpretations of Kierkegaard, Weber, Kafka, Nietzsche, and Freud, RieB shows how
certain thinkers attacked the very possibility of faith and genuine charisma and helped prepare the way for a
therapeutic culture in which it is impossible to recognize anything as sacred.
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