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indexed. Not illustrated. 1850 Excerpt: .it should be so hard as not to be easily crushed by pressure with the
finger; it should, when new, leave no trace of dust when poured on the back of the hand, and should leave no
beads or foulness when flashed, in quantities of 10 grains, on a copper plate. The size of the grain for each kind
of powder is tested in the following manner: There are three sieves or gauges for each size of grain, made by
piercing round holes in thin sheets of brass. The sizes of these holes are as follows: Cannon powder, sifted
through the gauges Nos. 1, 2, and 3, should leave not more than 6 per cent. on No. 1; not more than 20 per cent.
should pass through No. 3; and of the remainder, not more than one-half should pass through No. 2. This would
give about 150 grains of powder in a weight of 10 grs. troy. Musket powder should all pass through No. 4; about
one-half should pass through No. 5; and nearly one-fourth through No. 6. This would give about 2,000 or 2,500
grains of powder in 10 grs. troy. Rifle powder should all pass through No. 6; not more than one-fifth through
No. 8; and not more than two-fifths through No. 7. This would give about 12,000 or 15,000 grains of powder in 10
grs. troy. Ordinarily, the uniformity and size of grain will be judged of by mere inspection. The powder in...
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