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Literature Studies, printed single-sided, grade: 1,0, Free University of Berlin (Institut fiir Englische Philologie),
course: Linguistic Gender Studies, language: English, abstract: As Donna Haraway states, all the modern
feminist meanings of gender, despite differences, have roots in Simone de Beauvoir s claim that one is not born
a woman (de Beauvoir, 1949; 1952, p.249) and in post-Second World War social conditions. Those conditions
have enabled constructions of women as a collective historical subject-in-process. The concept of Gender was
developed to question and contest the naturalization of sexual difference in multiple areas of struggle. Feminist
theory and practice around gender seek to explain and change historical systems of sexual difference, whereby
men and women are socially constructed and positioned in relations of hierarchy and antagonism. (Haraway
1991). The refusal to become or to remain a gendered woman or man is a political challenge also against the
imaginary narrative of sex and race. Gender refers primarily but not exclusively to women. It defines the term
women as a very broad and internally differentiated category that includes differences as the highly relevant
variables of class, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and age. Of interest are the visible and invisible power
mechanisms that influence women s access to responsibility in social, economic, political, religious, intellectual
and cultural life. Male and female are culturally produced, socially constructed categories and language is
often seen as part of what constructs, maintains and reflects these categories. But on the other hand, we need
categories to be able to analyse, study and describe in order to find solutions for change. Gender is
transdisciplinary and...
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