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illustrated. 1920. Excerpt: . . . GOD THE problem of the centuries has been how to secure an adequate
conception of God. Primitive religion was based upon the assumption of a localized deity. Present day religion
depends for its very life upon the thought of God as everywhere present and everywhere operative in the world
that he has made. These two conceptions diGer by almost the whole diameter of being. The transition from one
to the other has been made with great diGiculty and to many it has seemed to involve the complete overthrow
of the foundations upon which all religion rests. The poets are oHen our best theologians. They apprehend
through intuition what others attain only through the slower process of reasoning. The Epilogue to Brownings
Dramatis Personae contains more and better theology than many a theological treatise. It reports a supposed
discussion between King David and Renan, with the r poet standing by as arbiter and judge and rendering the
final verdict. David speaks for Hebrew supernaturalism. He pictures the pomp and splendor of the ancient
temple worship, with its stately ritual and elaborate ceremonial. The discussion takes place at the time of the
feast of dedication. The robed priests and the Levites give the signal for the hosts of Israel to assemble. Moved
by the sound of the music and the spectacle of the smoke and the flame of the sacrificial fires, the people bow
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