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Excerpt: . . . Students As has been true in other school choice programs, not all students offered an OSP
scholarship actually used it to enroll in a participating private school. And over the years, some students lost
their eligibility for the Program. For example, by 2008-09, a total of 94 of the 1, 387 members of the treatment
group were no longer eligible to receive scholarships because they had graded out of the Program, which
means that they would have moved beyond 12th grade. Looking across the remaining members of the impact
samples treatment group who had four ( cohort 1) or five ( cohort 2) years of potential Program participation:
282 out of 1, 293 ( 22 percent ) never used the OSP scholarships offered to them. 660 treatment students ( 51
percent ) used their scholarships, but not consistently, during the school years after the scholarship award.
Among these students are an estimated 147 who may have been forced by circumstances to stop using their
scholarship. Students could become forced-decliners because the school they continued to attend converted
from a participating Catholic school to a public charter school ( confirmed 7 for 35 treatment students ), their
family income grew to exceed the Programs income limit ( confirmed for 21 treatment students ), their family
moved out of DC ( confirmed for 29 students ), or they may have faced a lack of space for them in a
participating high school when they transitioned from 8th to 9th...
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