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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .of incision alone was practiced by Hippocrates and was commended by
Galen and his pupils because of the speedy cure which usually followed. Galen used a curved probe-pointed
knife with a single cutting edge. During the middle ages these radical methods were lost sight of. The prestige of
the operative treatment was quickly restored when Felix successfully treated by incision a fistula on the person
of Louis XIV. of France, employing the Bistouri Royale, a sickle-shaped knife. The ligature method was described
by Hippocrates and again by Celsus. After the successful operation on Louis XIV. it was discarded, but again
introduced by Desault. The credit of simplifying and bringing before the profession the modern operation of
incision belongs to Pott, who discarded the complicated instruments used by the French and employed a
moderately curved probe-pointed bistoury. After he had shown that extensive excision was not essential and
that simple division of the fistulous tract was sufficient, the operation became at once popular and has so
remained. Division of the tissue between the rectum and the fistulous tract by the cautery knife has in recent
years been popular with a few surgeons. Czerny employs the knife of a Paquelin cautery and his assistant
Griffrath, whose report has been referred to, highly praises this method and claims for its distinct advantages
over the method of division with cutting instruments. The procedure which seems to me to be the most rational
is the modern method of excision of the...
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