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An Imaginary Tale

By Paul J. Nahin

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Today complex
numbers have such widespread practical use--from electrical
engineering to aeronautics--that few people would expect the
story behind their derivation to be filled with adventure and
enigma. In An Imaginary Tale, Paul Nahin tells the 2000-year-
old history of one of mathematics' most elusive numbers, the
square root of minus one, also known as i. He recreates the
baffling mathematical problems that conjured it up, and the
colorful characters who tried to solve them. In 1878, when two
brothers stole a mathematical papyrus from the ancient
Egyptian burial site in the Valley of Kings, they led scholars to
the earliest known occurrence of the square root of a negative
number. The papyrus offered a specific numerical example of
how to calculate the volume of a truncated square pyramid,
which implied the need for i. In the first century, the
mathematician-engineer Heron of Alexandria encountered I in
a separate project, but fudged the arithmetic; medieval
mathematicians stumbled upon the concept while grappling
with the meaning of negative numbers, but dismissed their
square roots as nonsense. By the time of Descartes, a
theoretical use for these elusive square roots--now called
imaginary numbers --was suspected, but efforts...
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R eviews

The most eBective book i ever read through. it had been writtern quite flawlessly and valuable. I am just happy to let
you know that here is the very best publication i have got read through during my individual daily life and may be he
greatest pdf for ever.
-- Pr of . Adonis R odr ig uez       

Comprehensive information for publication fans. I have got read and i am confident that i am going to likely to go
through once again once again in the foreseeable future. I am just very happy to let you know that this is actually the
greatest book i have read in my very own existence and could be he finest book for at any time.
-- Cla ir  Windler   
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Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e Perso n  Y o u  L o v e th e                                       
M o st 
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soIback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't
Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes,
Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the fact that her mother winced a
little...

Tin ga Tin ga Tales:  Wh y  L io n  Ro ars -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                     
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; This is a Tinga Tinga tale inspired by traditional
stories from Africa. Lion is king of Tinga Tinga but he can't roar! Can his friend Flea help Lion to
find his roar and behave more like...

Th e Prin cess an d  th e Fro g -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                  
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; A kind frog helps a princess and she makes him
a promise. What happens when the king tells her that she has keep her promise? Read it
yourself with Ladybird is one of Ladybird's best-selling reading...

Th e Kid
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Winky thought he'd seen everything in
Wyoming Territory: rustlers, hangings, shoot-outs, cattle standing frozen stiB in the snow.
Then into town one lazy day rode a long-haired kid and a colossal African mute. They were
met...

N IV So u l Su rv iv o r N ew  Testamen t in  On e Y ear            
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; 'The whole Bible, in just one year? You've got to
be kidding.' Don't panic! How about just the New Testament to start oB with? Take thousands
of young people all committed to reading the word together...

First Fairy  Tales
Board book. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; This is a traditional story that is retold in
rhyme in this chunky padded boardbook. When a couple of tailors oBer to make a suit from
material so wondrous that only clever people can see...
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